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SUBJECT: OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: RIO TREATY 

REFERENCE: STATE A-97 OF JAN. 3, 1975 

1. THE OAS SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON REFORMING THE INTER- 
AMERICAN SYSTEM MADE A NUMBER OF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A 
DRAFT PROTOCOL OF AMENDMENT TO THE RIO TREATY. THOSE AMEND- 
MENTS ARE AS DESCRIBED IN THE REFERENCED MESSAGE, EXCEPT 
THAT THE GUIDELINES FOR THE TREATY'S ZONE OF COVERAGE 

( ARTICLE 4) HAVE BEEN REFINED SO THAT THE ZONE WOULD IN- 
CLUDE CANADA. THE MOST IMPORTANT PROPOSED CHANGE IS TO 
ALLOW SANCTIONS TO BE LIFTED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY OF MEMBERS, 
RATHER THAN TWO-THIRDS AS AT PRESENT. 

2. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WHICH OPENS MAY 8 MUST DECIDE WHAT 
TO DO WITH THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS. A 
VARIETY OF OPTIONS ARE OPEN TO THE ASSEMBLY - E.G., A 
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SIGNATURE, CONTINUATIONOF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE, REFERRAL 
TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL, A DRAFTING GROUP AT THE ASSEMBLY 
ITSELF. FYI. PERU AND PERHAPS A FEW OTHERS MAY HOLD 
THAT NOTHING SHOULD BE DONE ON RIO TREATY REFORM UNTIL A 
BROADER REFORM OF THE INTER- AMERICAN SYSTEM (INCLUDING A 

CONVENTION ON COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC SECURITY HAS BEEN 
APPROVED. END FYI. 

3. THE U.S. BELIEVES THAT A SPECIAL DRAFTING CONFERENCE 

IS THE BEST SOLUTION. THERE HAS BEEN TALK OF THE ASSEMBLY 
AGREEING TO SUCH A CONFERENCE AT AN EARLY DATE IN A LATIN 
COUNTRY. WE COULD SUPPORT SUCH A MOVE. MANY OF THE OTHER 
PROBLEMS ON THE COMMITTEE S AGENDA AREMUCH FURTHER FROM 
SOLUTION AND WE SEE NO NEED TO DELAY THE RIO TREATY RE- 
FORMS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE DISCUSS THIS MATTER IN A 
LOW-KEY MANNER, GIVING OUR VIEWS AND SOLICITING THE VIEWS 
OF THE HOST GOVERNMENT. 

5. FOR SAN JOSE: IN HIS MOST RECENT VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
WE ASKED FACIO IF COSTA RICA WOULD BE INTERESTED IN HOST- 
ING A CONFERENCE TO AMEND THE TREATY. HE RESPONDED 
AFFIRMATIVELY. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANY FURTHER 
THOUGHTS HE MAY HAVE ON THIS. KISSINGER 
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